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Forum's Findings and observation:-

On the basis of documents, relevant papers presented before Forum, representations

and contentions of both parties, Forum's findings are as under:-

3.1

3.2

Plaintiff, Sustainable Spinning & Commodities Pvt. Ltd, is High Tension consumer of
3600 KVA, bearing consumer no 17629 at village Untadi, Taluka: Limbdi. Plaintiff is
being billed under HTP-| tariff. '

Plaintiff, in their written representation to Forum, has represented that Respondent
is charging 25% aS electric duty, instead of 7.5 electric duty on their 'residential -
lighting' consumption of HT connection located in rural area, despite separate meter
for recording 'residential - lighting' is installed and sealed by Respondent. Plaintiff
has produced circular of Collector Of Electricity Duty regarding 7.5 % Electricity Duty

leviable on 'Residential - Lighting' consumption of HT connection located in Rural

area.




3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

Plaintiff, in their written representation to Forum, has also represented that
Plaintiff's HT connection is not being billed as per clause no 14.2 of HTP-I| Tariff
Schedule and that Respondent is giving power factor rebate charges on energy
charge excluding night consumption charge of every month, instead of entire energy
charges.

As per clause 14.6.2 'Power Factor Rebate' under Rate HTP-I of Tariff Schedule:

"If the power factor of the consumer’s installation in any month is above
95%, the consumer will be entitled to a rebate at the rafe of 0.5% (half percent) in
excess of 95 % power factor on the total amount of electricity bill for that month
under the head “Energy Charges”, arrived at using tariff as per para 14.2 of this
schedule, for every 1% rise or part thereof in the average power factor during the
month above 95%."

As per tariff provision Plaintiff is entitled for power factor rebate on total
amount of electricity bill for that month. Contrary to tariff provision, Respondent
gives power factor rebate after deducting night consumption charge from total
amount of energy charge.

Respondent, in his reply confirms that power factor rebate is not being given as per
tariff provision and that HT bills are being prepared and issued as per GUVNL billing
system. Respondent has nothing substantially submitted for Plaintiff not being billed
as per tariff provision.

As per para 3.4, Plaintiff is entitled to a rebate at the rate of 0.5% (_half percent) in
excess of 95% power factor on the total amount of eléctricity bill for that month
under the head “Energy Charges”, arrived at using tariff as per para 14.2 of this
schedule, for eve.ry 1% rise or part thereof in the average power factor during the
month above 95%. |

Plaintiff has given written representation dated 8.12.18 to Forum and case was

heard on 23.01.19 by Forum.
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3.8 Considering tariff provision, para 3.5, para 3.6 and para3.7, Plaintiff be billed as per
tariff provision 14.6.2 and 14.2 from January, 2019.

3.9 In regard to Plaintiff's representation regarding electricity duty, Respondent has
confirmed that lighting meter was installed and sealed for staff quarter by them (
Respondent ) and confirms that as per letter of Collector Of Electric Duty, 7.5 % duty
is leviable on residential-lighting consumption for rural area.

4.0 Disputed matter relating to electric duty does not fall under the jurisdiction of
Forum and in past this Forum has rejected dispute matter ore electric duty. However,
in the instant case Respondent has confirmed as mentioned in para 3.9. But,
Respondent has asked the guidance from their head office vide letter dated 4.7.18
and so far Respondent has not received any guidance from their higher authority.
Further, Respondent has neither denied for applicability of 7.5 % electric duty to
residential-lighting consumption nor given substantial submission for their action of
applying of 25% electric duty instead of 7.5%. In the instant case there is no need of
interpretation of circular of Collector Of Electricity Duty regarding 7.5 % Electricity
Duty leviable on 'Residential - Lighting' consumption of HT connection located in
Rural area. It is matter of only implementation of circular.

4.1 Considering para 3.9 and para 4.0, 7.5% electricity duty be levied, from January -19,

on residential-lighting consumption of Plaintiff's HT connection billing.

:ORDER:

» From the above observations and findings, Forum ordered as per Para
3.8and 4.1.

» If Plaintiff has any grievance against this judgement, then Plaintiff can represent to The
Ombudsman Office, Block No. 3, Polytechnic Compound, Ambavadi, Ahmedabad in 30 days

after this judgement.

@ Absent

( B.J. Dave) ( P.H. Mavani)
Independent Member Technical Member s

( M.R. Vajaria)
Chiarman, C.G.R.F,
P.G.V.C.L., Bhavnagar.

Date : 23.01.2019.



